MAGNIFYING
REGIONAL
ACCESS
TO CARE

Regional Demand for MRI

82
DAYS
It's 2 a.m. Your alarm goes off. You dress quickly and start
making your way through the quiet streets of Kitchener to
Grand River Hospital. After waiting seven months, the MRI scan
you need is ﬁnally happening. The questions ﬂoating around
in your head while you wait for your MRI will hopefully be
answered, and your treatment journey can begin.
Unfortunately, this is not a unique situation. It's a daily reality
for patients throughout the Waterloo Region. With only one
MRI machine operating 24 hours a day, serving both hospitals
for the Kitchener-Waterloo community, patients wait months
for the answers they need.
In a region that prides itself on its tech sector, the lack
of state-of-the-art magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
technology at the community's hospitals has reached
critical levels. Your help is needed to bring MRI services
to St. Mary's and Grand River.
The region's deﬁcit in MRI technology frequently causes undue
stress for patients due to disjointed care and delayed testing,
results, and subsequent treatment. Recognizing the signiﬁcant
shortage of MRI in the region, the Ministry of Health has
approved partial funding to St. Mary's General and Grand River
hospitals with an expedited timeline of ramping up MRI
capabilities as quickly as possible. It's only with donors'
generous investment that St. Mary's and Grand River can
make up the shortfall in funding.

is the average time referred patients
in the Waterloo Region wait to have
an MRI scan, nearly three times longer
than the provincial target time.
The region's demand for outpatient
MRI has reached critical level. More
than 2,500 patients are currently
waiting for elective MRI scans.

St. Mary's Need for MRI
St. Mary's General Hospital is the only
hospital in the region without MRI.
St. Mary's General Hospital is the only
regional cardiac care centre in the
province without MRI.

Grand River's Need for MRI

17,000

MRIs are performed
annually at
Grand River Hospital.

Grand River Hospital is experiencing
a six to eight month waitlist for
elective outpatient exams.
x2

A second MRI will be funded for
an additional 2,000 hours per year.

Here when
you need it,
thanks to you.
Please donate online today!
smghf.ca/mri

Detach and mail to St. Mary's General Hospital Foundation
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State of the Art MRI at Both
Hospitals Will Provide Numerous
Benefits to the Community
Working together, the hospitals’ goal is
to reduce wait times for elective MRIs to
a third of current levels.
Reduced
Wait Times

Swift
Diagnosis

Eliminate
Patient
Travel

Machine
Downtime
Backup

Community Investment for
Regional MRI is $10 Million
community investment is
$76 inrequired
to bring MRI technology

million

to St. Mary's General Hospital

$34 million
cost of new MRI machine
$4 2 million
renovation cost

$24

million

in community investment
is required to add a second
MRI machine to the
Equitable Life Medical Imaging Centre
at Grand River Hospital

Community demand for MRI signiﬁcantly outweighs the
region's capacity. Presently, all St. Mary's patients requiring an
MRI exam are put in a queue and sent to Grand River Hospital.
This process is time-consuming, costly, and involves
re-deploying nursing staff away from hospital units to support
patient transfers. Shufﬂing fragile patients back and forth
between hospitals for diagnostic testing adds unnecessary
stress to their health care journey. Patients who are unstable or
in the intensive care unit (ICU) may have to wait longer to
receive MRI or use other diagnostic modalities because they
can't be transported.
"It's like dominoes. You can't transport some patients because
they are too unstable, so we have to use what we have onsite
at St. Mary's – our CT scanner. This means these patients are
taking up CT spots from other patients who have been waiting
for CT. Having MRI onsite at St. Mary's and an additional MRI
machine at Grand River will allow for more equitable access
for inpatients and outpatients at both hospitals. It will also
reduce the strain on existing diagnostic modalities across the
region." explains Dr. Derek Karanwal, Joint Chief and Medical
Director of Medical Imaging, St. Mary's General and Grand
River hospitals.
The current MRI machine at Grand River Hospital, generously
funded by Equitable Life of Canada in 2021, operates 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. This is still not enough to meet
patient demand, and there is no backup unit to support
patients during equipment downtime.
By investing in MRI at St. Mary's General and Grand River
hospitals, you will be a part of a game-changing moment for
Waterloo Region communities. Please consider donating to
the Joint Hospital MRI Fund today. Together, your
contribution will help increase access to vital diagnostic
services to support the care of thousands of patients.
Thank you in advance for your investment.

"I'd like to offer our sincere
gratitude to all the donors
supporting this initiative. Thank
you to the donors who have
already come forward and the
donors we know will come
forward. Having three MRIs in
the region will have a significant
and long-lasting positive impact
on the patient populations of
Kitchener and Waterloo."
Dr. Derek Karanwal, Joint Chief
and Medical Director of Medical
Imaging, St. Mary's General and
Grand River hospitals

My gift to St. Mary’s:
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Cheque Enclosed–payable to St. Mary’s General Hospital Foundation
Credit Card– complete all information below or donate online at
smghf.ca/mri
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Card #:
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While government funding provides for
the day-to-day operational costs of the
hospital and the staff within its walls,

the purchase of medical
equipment, including
new technology,
must be paid for by
our generous
community.

Become a monthly donor:

/

$50

$100

Other $

I authorize St. Mary's General Hospital Foundation to debit the
amount indicated above on the 30 th of each month from my:

Bank Account – enclosed void cheque
Credit Card – complete info to left or donate at
smghf.ca/mri
I wish to give anonymously.
I would like to learn more about making a gift of securities.
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Email my receipts to help reduce postage costs.
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Joint Chief and Medical Director of Medical Imaging
St. Mary's General and Grand River hospitals

$25

Paid by:
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Dr. Derek Karanwal

I would like information about leaving a gift in my will.
I have left a gift to St. Mary’s in my will.
(If you previously notified us of a gift, checking this is not required.)
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